Friday 19th March 2021
Dear Parents of Early Years and Lower School,
It is great to see the signs that spring is coming with tweeting birds and classrooms filled with sunshine.
Students are smiling and cheerful as we continue with our work in class and we increase our knowledge,
become more reflective and engage with the new found energy that spring brings. It is wonderful to see.
At the same time, we are wrapping up warm to go outside so please keep sending your children with warm
clothing until we see a nice and consistent increase in the temperature. A spare pair of socks would also be
welcomed to keep feet nice and dry as the outside spaces are quite wet at the moment. If you are unsure,
then please ask your child’s Homeroom teacher for advice about what is appropriate now.
Over the last few weeks we have seen so much
learning across our Early Years and Lower School, it
will be a challenge to share all of our special
moments with you in just one letter. Our Early Years
and Lower school thoroughly enjoyed our Book
Week. We dedicated time to the love of books, held
a whole school silent reading challenge and had our
first, socially distanced Lower School and Early Years
assembly of this academic year so that we could see
each others’ costumes and share in the fun. Some of
our Year 4 students are pictured on the left.

As part of Y5’s unit on energy, they designed an egg
parachute! The aim was to slow down the energy from
a high drop for the eggs not to break. They had success
with most eggs surviving the big drop in the school
gym.

Over the last few weeks our children in Reception have been growing
their own bean stalks linked to their work on the famous tale, Jack
and the Beanstalk. They are so excited to see that their beans are
starting to grow.

On Friday 12th we celebrated World Maths Day. Everyone had so much
fun celebrating with maths themed activities across all subjects. In the
afternoon students in Year 3 to Year 6
engaged with the Teachers vs
Students Maths Quiz. This was a
fantastic opportunity for students to
challenge their teachers. It was a
tense time as we reached a tiebreaker
situation for the last question with
teachers answering the last question
correctly. The dedication, passion and
enthusiasm for maths from our
students and staff was outstanding.
Year 6 students have been analysing the writing styles of a variety of classic authors, including Ernest
Hemingway, Mary Shelley and James Joyce. Through this inquiry, the students have enhanced their
understanding of imagery, personification and other literary devices. They have also looked closely at
different author's approaches to structure, dialogue and characterisation. Once the students had refined
these analytical skills, they wrote a comparative essay with a focus on the theme, characterisation, context
and literary devices within excerpts of 'The Old Man and the Sea' and 'Moby Dick'. Through this learning
process, the students have experimented with and developed
their own writing styles. Very soon they will be starting the Year
6 exhibition process which will give them the opportunity to
showcase all of their skills and knowledge. It is a very exciting
process for everyone involved.
This week we have also celebrated St Patrick’s day with an
assembly from Ms Lyndsey and Reception Rhinos. There was
singing and dancing as well as learning the story of St Patrick’s
life. Ms Alina, has shared her Irish dancing trophies and medals
with students too. Maybe we will have some budding Irish
dancers in Brookes really soon.
Have an enjoyable weekend as a family and we look forward to welcoming students on Monday.
Kind regards,

Ms. Laura Rennard
Principal of Lower School & Early Years

Mr Rick Lewis
Academic Dean, IB Coordinator & Key Centre Coordinator

