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Tuesday 25th August 2020

Dear Parents of Brookes Moscow & Saint Petersburg,
RE: Start of Term Update
Many schools across the world, including Brookes, are continuing to experience the restrictions of COVID-19.
Each and every school is approaching solutions in a different way, and we are no exception. Our school leaders
have been busy since I last wrote, preparing for every eventuality to ensure that we can begin education as
soon as possible and with the least disruption. We still face different scenarios in each city, although we are
pressing the authorities in Saint Petersburg to allow us to open as soon as possible. With this in mind, please
find below two separate entries for each school:
MOSCOW
MOSCOW ONLY - Please complete this FORM to let us know which date your children will return to school
1) School will open for children in all age groups on Monday 31st August at the following times:
Years Pre-Nursery - Years 2
Arrival from 08:30
Years 3 - 6
Arrival from 09:00
Years 7 - 12
Arrival from 09:30
*Please note that the transport service will commence only from Tuesday 1st September 2020.
2) Parking - Unfortunately, due to the repairs of the main road, our main car park is out of action for the
foreseeable future. We are only permitted to let the transport company park the buses there. Parking is
available for parents in the smaller Early Years car park, however, we advise parents to try to use the drop off
zone at the front of the school, where there will be staff positioned to assist and guide children inside the
building safely. This ‘drop off’ zone is not for permanent parking and your cars will be evacuated if you leave
them. Please note that the same arrangements are in place at the end of each day until further notice. (On the
first day back, you may use the main car park as there will be no buses)
3) Our teachers - many of our new teachers and existing teachers have been able to make it to Russia, despite
the restrictions in place. Furthermore, many are due to arrive in the country during the first 4 weeks of the
school year. Our academic leaders have worked hard to find solutions to the impact of this, and we are
confident that lessons will continue uninterrupted with our professional staff. At times there may be an
element of teaching from a remote location, however, the children will be in class for this and appropriately
supervised.
4) Events and Activities - Under the restrictions, and as previously mentioned, we are not permitted to have
any large scale events or meetings at school. Therefore, there will be no assemblies or events until such time
as this ban has been lifted. Our activities programme will be limited, but still operable and will commence
from the 2nd week back. The Principals of each school will write to you with regards to the arrangements for
these on a Wednesday and Thursday.
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5) Our swimming lessons will commence in week 2 and for this the children must bring in their own towels and
appropriate kit, according to the uniform policy on the website. Spravka testing will be done in the first week
back, and the cost met by the school.
6) As previously mentioned, we have a new uniform supplier and they are working very hard to get the
website up and running for you to purchase the new uniform. Please do not worry if your child does not have
all the correct uniform or kit - we will aim to have all children ready by the end of September. In the
meantime, our administration team will send out the website link for the uniform site later this week.
7) Family Handbook - during this week, you will receive a copy of the family handbook, which will give you
much needed information about all aspects of our school life. There will be both English and Russian versions
available.
8) IMPORTANT - If your child contracted COVID-19 or has been in contact with a person/s who has, then we
kindly ask you to provide the school with a medical certificate on the absence of contraindications.
Please note that if your child is found to be unwell with diagnosed COVID-19 whilst in class, then the whole
class will be transferred to distance learning with immediate effect.
If your child is absent from school for less than 5 days, then a written statement from parents about the
absence of contact between the child and any unwell person is required. If more than 5 days, then a doctor’s
certificate is required.
SAINT PETERSBURG
1) According to the latest decree from the Saint Petersburg Government, we will be able to open our doors on
Monday 14th September 2020. From Monday 31st August, the school will operate full timetables for all
students but on the distance learning platform, which the school leadership will contact you about later this
week.
2) Like Moscow, most of the teachers for the school in Saint Petersburg are in the country and we expect the
last to arrive in the next week.
3) As previously mentioned, we have a new uniform supplier and details will be sent to you soon with the link
to purchase a uniform and other kit that your child will need when they come back in on the 14th September.
4) Family Handbook - during this week, you will receive a copy of the family handbook, which will give you
much needed information about all aspects of our school life. There will be both English and Russian versions
available.
Best wishes,
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Charley King
Director of Schools
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